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COMBAT

It’s a crime...

Covering graffiti with an attractive mural
will assist in deterring future graffiti crime
from being committed.

Mural by artist Mike Davis of Splash Murals

A community at work in East Toronto.
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Graffiti is an act of vandalism that places a
significant burden on the City of Toronto’s
maintenance budget. These monies go toward
building and property repair, clean-up and
restoration.

Graffiti is defined as writing, drawing or
symbols applied to any surface without the
consent of the property owner, authorized
agent or designate.

Graffiti vandals use a variety of materials
such as spray paint, crayons and permanent
ink to deface property. Hobby knives and
razor blades are used to cause permanent
damage to glass and other surfaces.

Graffiti crime can occur anywhere. Some of
the more popular targets include:

• public and private buildings
• recreational facilities
• newspaper boxes
• municipal street furniture
• utility boxes
• parks and playgrounds
• bridges and overpasses
• public transit property & vehicles
• Canada Post mail boxes & property

• increased taxes to fund clean-up programs
• local property values may decrease
• heightened fear of crime in the community
• local economy may decline causing small

businesses to close
• graffiti gives the impression that no one 

cares about the overall state of the 
community

• when witnessing suspicious behaviour or 
graffiti crime, call police immediately

• provide police with descriptions of the 
suspects, and their vehicle, including the 
make, model, colour and licence plate 
number

• report all graffiti crime by calling the police
at (416) 808-2222

• to anonymously report graffiti crime, call 
Crimestoppers at (416) 222-TIPS(8477)

• once reported to the police, remove graffiti 
as quickly as possible

The quick removal of graffiti is the 
most effective means to prevent 

further acts of vandalism.

• restrict access to walls by planting ivy, 
thorny bushes or trees

• apply graffiti-resistant coatings to protect 
walls

• increase lighting and visibility in vulnerable
areas

• install video surveillance to monitor 
isolated areas

• establish a strong Neighbourhood Watch
Program

ERADICATE: Working with communities
through city-wide programs to stop graffiti
crime.

EDUCATION: Raising community awareness
by hosting Anti-Graffiti Workshops in our
schools, libraries and community centres.

EMPOWERMENT: Empowering our
communities to stop graffiti through the
support of our politicians and legal system.

ENFORCEMENT: Enforcing graffiti laws by
laying charges, where appropriate.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Reducing
graffiti will improve tourism, and enhance
economic growth. All of these initiatives will
promote feelings of pride within our
communities.

What is graffiti? How graffiti 
affects our community!

Deterring graffiti crime.

The Toronto Police working in
partnership with communities to
stop graffiti!

What the public can do to help!

Where does graffiti crime occur?


